
 

ACCEPTED AND SUBMITTED PANELS BY OP TO THE 

CONGRESS 

LOC01 Portuguese Society and Politics | Sociedade e Política Portuguesa 

Panel: “Democracy and Political Participation in Post-Crisis Portugal”  

 

Description 

In an Europe in times of crisis, austerity measures applied unevenly from the 

center to periphery has disenchanted the people. The contraction of the 

economy and the deficit of social state support had carried political and civic 

contestation on the streets. In the Portuguese case, as an aftermath of the crisis 

as well as the intervention of TROIKA and the consequent application of 

austerity measured contributed to transform the Portuguese political system. 

Nevertheless, the impacts of the crisis were visible not only in the role of a 

representative democracy and of its party-system into question, in the political 

mobilization and civic participation, but also brought the opportunity for new 

insights about the instruments, motivations, and credibility in a post-truth 

momentum. 

Taking into consideration the context of the aftermath of the crisis, this panel 

aims to discuss the impacts of the crisis on how citizens evaluate government 

accountability and party-members role in the mechanisms of representative 

democracy, not excluding the issues of electoral reform, abstention, fake news, 

and populism. Papers using comprehensive and descriptive or quantitative and 

statistical approaches were also welcomed into this panel fomenting 

complementarity and interdisciplinary in political science in an open world. 

 



LOC02 European Studies | Estudos Europeus 

Panel: “Power Geographies and Spaces of Autonomy: Humanitarian, 

Cultural and Religious Challenges” 

 

Description 

The European Union sought to respond to an international migration crisis 

which created major divisions between its member states and exacerbated 

nationalisms in addition to a changing human rights agenda. On the one hand, 

besides the multiple mechanisms for the regulation of cultural diversity and the 

secularization process led by European states, religious diversity persists as a 

political cleavage and as an issue for social integration and cohesion. On the 

other hand, the civil war in Syria, terrorism and climate change forced states to 

implement plans toward refugees and migration management in a record time 

and demanding considerable financial resources. The debate amongst 

journalists, politicians, activists, from sociologists to political scientists is intense 

and in some cases polarized and politicized. 

The ways humanitarianism and protectionist views have been interconnected 

through European regional migration policies present also a major focus of this 

panel. This panel intents to address the issues related to humanitarian goals 

and religions integration considering the humanitarian, cultural and religious 

challenges as growing trends with consequences at different levels in societies 

– demographic and economic issues, identity claims, arise of populisms and 

nationalisms in an open world. Lastly, this panel encourages a debate putting 

into perspective power geographies versus spaces of autonomy. 

 

LOC02 European Studies | Estudos Europeus 

Panel: “Power Geographies and Spaces of Autonomy: National 

Responses to European Issues” 

 

Description 

Europe is facing a set of governance, policy and public challenges from different 

states and non-state agents. From Brexit to populism, from supra-national 



legitimacy to the decreasing engagement in classical forms of participation, 

namely political parties, Europe is at a crossroads that requires reflection. 

However, these challenges are, at national level, understood by the various 

institutions in a very different way. This panel brings together contributions and 

studies on the influence that geography and space determine the political action 

of different actors in multiple spheres and levels of governance, with a focus on 

the integration between national and the European levels of decision making. 

The aim is to discuss different national responses to global, regional and 

internal challenges. 

 

LOC02 European Studies | Estudos Europeus 

Panel: “Power Geographies and Spaces of Autonomy: Old and New 

Nationalisms” 

 

Description 

The political organization of geographical space is dynamic. The structuring of 

space is studied under multiple perspectives: state, territories, cultures, 

geographic boarders and networks, namely the political one. In the last decade, 

Europe has been undergoing multiple crises: economic, institutional and 

political. This panel intents to address some of the issues that the EU faces 

today, specifically the approaches to geographies of power and spaces of 

autonomy. Old and new nationalisms translate well the debates that have arisen 

around complex shifts and adjustments in the EU, including the co-constitutive 

effects of internal and external dynamics in the international system. The 

challenges related to forced migrations, socio-political and economic disruption, 

persisting violence in differentiated contexts and with different intensities, 

asymmetrical multilateral relations and pressure on integration processes, 

among other, have been present. Among those, the EU old and new 

nationalisms with different spaces of autonomy defies different geographies of 

power. 

 

 



 

RC15 “Political and Cultural Geography” 

Panel: “The Politics of Heritage: Spaces, Policies and Practices of Cultural 

Governance in Pluralistic Societies” 

 

Convenor –Dr. María Lois 

Type – Open Panel 

Language – English 

Chair – Prof. Heriberto Cairo 

Co-chair – Prof. Cristina Montalvão Sarmento 

 

Discussants – Mr. Carlos Vargas & Dr. Patrícia Oliveira 

 

Description 

In today’s globalized the making of heritage is facing new challenges and 

paradigms. On the one hand, values of creativity combined with the 

development of new communication technologies emphasize the international 

mechanisms for recognition and valorization of heritage with an universal 

projection. On the other hand the complexity of globalization intensified by 

migration, terrorism, and the crisis accentuate the ongoing social, economic and 

political paradox of disparities between greater choices and greater access for 

individuals. Although politics of cultural governance may contribute to building 

open, inclusive and pluralistic societies (based on diversity, tolerance, and the 

coexistence of different ideas and beliefs) that via may also constitute an 

affirmation of identity for disrupted communities. 

In that context, Heritage Studies have become lately a lively research area, by 

engaging in a critically approaching to heritage policies and practices as a 

complex power relations always subject to changes, negotiations and 

contestations. Heritageization, as a process of negotiation of a visibilization of 

narratives, voices, memories, affections and emotions involved in heritage-

making, displays the politics of a community representation. One central 

dimension of this negotiation is the spatial one, since the production of 



heritageized spaces and sites entails a cultural demarcation and a social 

identification. 

In this panel, our aim is to open a space to share conversations that stimulate a 

reading of heritageization as an inherently political and spatial discourse. We 

are interested in approaching the regimes of cultural governance, meaning the 

policies and practices of UNESCO, the European Union and other institutions 

that identify what heritage is. But we also expect contributions that may reflect 

around the meaning-making engaged in heritage policies and practices in other 

scales, institutions, communities and cultural facilities. Also, we expect to 

debate the challenges for national cultural heritage making in pluralistic 

societies, approaching new forms of nationalism and integration policies may 

rely on heritage discourses. 

 

 


